
Strategic Air Command
memorial service

A memorial service is scheduled
today at 10:30 a.m. at the 8th Air
Force Museum with the sixth Chief
Master Sergeant of the Air Force
James McCoy serving as the guest
speaker. 

The service is one of several
events that are part of a Strategic Air
Command reunion here. 

Former Chief of Staff Gen. Ron
Fogleman and 19 former SAC
Generals are among those attending
the reunion. 

Letters go out to spouses for Spouse
Appreciation Day
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Busy Mudbug 04-05 continued through
this week, keeping the 2d Bomb Wing on
its toes.

Col. Michael Moeller, 2d Bomb Wing
commander, is impressed with the wing’s
efforts during the exercise.

“Busy Mudbug is an excellent opportu-
nity to display how well the ‘Mighty

Deuce’ is able to flex its muscles through
strong teamwork from the entire wing,”
said Colonel Moeller.

Though some of the base remained unaf-
fected, for some airmen the exercise meant
long days which cut into last weekend.

However, these troops found some aid
Sunday and Monday from the help of the
First Sergeants Council and some of the of-
ficers’ spouses. Together they delivered
cookies and drinks to airmen working on

the flightline during the exercise.
“We go all around the flightline, where

those guys start work around six in the
morning and don’t get off until six or seven
at night Since those guys don’t get time to
take a break, we try to take the break to
them,” said Master Sgt. Connie Sutherland,
2d Maintenance Operations Squadron.

The exercise ended Thursday with all of
the B-52s involved with the exercise taking
off one after another.

Exercise keeps base busy
Members of the 2d Security Forces Squadron search the
belongings of a base airman as he enters the exercise area

on Monday. Busy Mudbug 04-05 will continue throughout
the week. 

Airman 1st Class Trina Flannagan/2d Communications Squadron

EEKENDWEATHER
Courtesy 26th Operational Weather Squadron
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Q uery: Is the
housing self-help
store closing?  I 
understand it is a

great resource for people on
base but the rumor is that it is
closing soon. Is this true?

R esponse: Thanks
for your concern.
Unfortunately, housing

money is extremely tight this year and
funds are desperately needed for
maintenance and repair, service con-
tracts, and self-help. We do not know
at this time if there will be sufficient
money to continue running the self-
help store throughout this fiscal year.
We have asked Air Combat Command
for an additional $100,000 to cover
the manpower and material costs,
however, we have not yet received
them. We will continue to posture for
this funding and hope to continue this
great quality of life program.

BY COL. MICHAEL MOELLER
2D BOMB WING COMMANDER

President Woodrow Wilson once said,
“There is no higher religion than human
service. To work for the common good is
the greatest creed.”  What a wonderful
legacy to find ways to make a positive
difference in someone’s life or by volun-
teering to improve your community. All
of you have already committed your-
selves to service to your nation, to pro-
tect freedom and our way of life. You un-
derstand service better than most, so you
know there are still so many things that
need fixing and so many people who
need your help-in your unit, your com-
munity or in your family. 

So pick a challenge and make a differ-
ence. It can start close to home by volun-
teering to coach your child’s sports team
or lead a scout troop. Be a mentor!  In
your unit you can help a fellow warrior
who is struggling to meet our standards
or who needs help studying to become a
stronger teammate. Likewise, I challenge

you to find those things in
your workplace that
need fixing and make
it happen…step up to
the challenge of serv-
ice and lead the way
because if you don’t
then who will?

There are numerous places
across the base and the community need-
ing your help. We just started our “adopt
a plane” program at the 8th AF museum
that relies 100% on volunteer support.
The response has been overwhelming
from every unit across the base. Thanks
to your efforts I am confident we will re-
turn our vintage aircraft to mint condi-
tion so they can receive the admiration
they deserve and allow our visitors to
leave with a sense of pride in our avia-
tion heritage. This is just one example-
there are literally hundreds of organiza-
tions on Barksdale or in the Shreveport-
Bossier area that improve our communi-
ty or someone else’s life and they all
need help. 

Service was
once defined to

me as “giv-
ing what
you don’t

have to give,
giving when

you don’t need to
give and giving because

you want to give. You can act alone or
enlist your friends, family and co-work-
ers. I think you will find the results based
on your personal commitment to help
others will bring long-lasting rewards
that go beyond financial gain. The good
you do will make you a better citizen.
These deeds will spread like ripples in a
pond and inspire others to volunteer. 

Service before self is one of our core
values-it is ingrained in our culture. This
commitment to service is what sets Air
Force members apart from the general
public…we focus on making a difference
instead of on making money. So, go out
and find ways to make a difference!

2d BW Commander’s calls
Two enlisted commander’s calls are

scheduled for Thursday at 7:30 a.m.
and 3:30 p.m. The civilian comman-
der’s call is scheduled for Friday at 1
p.m. The officers’ commander’s call is
scheduled for Friday at 4 p.m. All com-
mander’s calls are at the base theater.

Movement assistance 
The peak season for household

goods shipment is here and the base’s
traffic management office suggests co-
ordinating moves as early as possible.
Contact TMO personal property cus-
tomer service at 456-3229 as soon as
official orders are received to schedule
a counseling appointment. The follow-
ing websites are available for questions
regarding personal property entitle-
ments and for more information:
http://jppso-sat.randolph.af.mil/de-
fault.htm; www.afmove.hq.af.mil; and
https://w3.barksdale.af.mil/2bw/2msg/
2lrs/index.shtml.

Legal office hours
The new hours for the 2d Bomb

Wing Legal Office are as follows: ap-
pointments for wills and general legal
assistance are 1:30 to 4 p.m. Mondays
and 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Thursdays.
Walk-in legal assistance (no wills) are
available Mondays through Fridays
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Notaries
and power-of-attorneys are available
Mondays through Fridays from 7:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Claims hours remain
the same. Claims appointments can be
scheduled for Mondays and Tuesdays
and the claims briefing is every
Wednesday at 1 p.m.

Basic computer course
A free MS Word and Excel comput-

er class for spouses of active duty
members is now available from an in-
structor from Bossier Parish
Community College. Classes are held
from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays, starting Tuesday to June 17
at the Education Office, Room 106.
Class is limited to 14 participants. Call
456-8400 for more information.

Case lot sale
The commissary case lot sale is

Saturday and Sunday. The sale will be
held in the store’s warehouse from 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Commander’s Corner
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The Action Line is your avenue for com-
plaints, suggestions and kudos on services
provided at Barksdale. Your comments can
help make the base a better place.

Although the Action Line is always
available for use, the best and fastest way
to resolve problems is through your chain
of command or the organization involved. 

I encourage you to go that route first.
Then, if you still can’t resolve it or don’t
know where to call, I’ll be glad to do it for
you. I’d also like to hear the positive feed-
back on your experiences on base.

When calling the Action Line, the mes-
sages are recorded. Please leave your name
and phone number so we can get back to
you if we need more information. 

Call or email the Action Line at 

456-4000

ction  LineA

DUI UPDATE
Last DUI: May 8

2d Logistics Readiness Squadron
Total DUI’s this year to date: 15

Total DUI’s for 2003: 50
33 Active Duty, 

27 were rank of staff sergeant or below
Airmen Against Drunk Driving 

456-3344
AADD had 18 saves last weekend

Thanks to 2d Mission Support Squadron

Key Customer Service Numbers

BX  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .752-9227
Casualty Office  . . . . . . . . .456-2212
Civilian Pay  . . . . . . . . . . . .456-2741
Civilian Personnel  . . . . . . .456-4502
Claims Office  . . . . . . . . . . .456-2563
Clinic Patient Advocate  . . .456-6361
Commissary . . . . . . . . . . . .456-8263
Contracting . . . . . . . . . . . . .456-2113
Directory Assistance  . . . . .456-2252
Environmental Flight  . . . . .456-4629
Facilities and Utilities  . . . . .456-3072
Housing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .456-4324
Inspector General  . . . . . . .456-5049
Law Enforcement . . . . . . . .456-2551
Legal Assistance  . . . . . . . .456-2561
Military Pay  . . . . . . . . . . . .456-4733
Military Personnel  . . . . . . .456-2117
Retiree Activities Office  . . .456-4480
Safety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .456-2569
Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .456-2475
Travel Pay  . . . . . . . . . . . . .456-2766

Service:
Find ways to make difference
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Operations: on forefront of transformation
BY LT. COL. NORM “GUMP” BALCHUNAS
2D OPERATIONAL SUPPORT SQUADRON COMMANDER

You see them every day. B-52s launch in the morn-
ing, fly across the nation and return sometime in the af-
ternoon or in the evening. 

Operations normal, right? 
Did you know those bombers, aircrew, maintainers

and support members are part of a transformation that
affects all Airmen?

The Air Force is transforming its Airmen and facili-
ties to be more effective in expeditionary operations in
the 21st century. The 2d Operational Support Squadron
is one squadron at the forefront of this transformation;
ensuring the 2d Bomb Wing is “Second to None.” 

Transformation exists at many levels, including per-
sonnel and infrastructure, and we owe it to our fellow
Airmen to ensure we are prepared in this changing
world to do our duty as warriors, protecting this great
nation and its Constitution. 

On a recent visit to Lackland AFB, Texas, we saw
firsthand how our new Airmen are being physically
transformed in their first week of basic training. Our
new recruits are running over 40 minutes four times a
week in their first week of training. The running pro-
gram incorporates endurance, speed and interval work.
Airmen will soon be running 60 minutes, four times a
week by the end of their basic training. 

The 2d OSS began squadron and flight-level physi-
cal fitness training over two years ago and was ready
when the Air Force implemented the new physical fit-
ness standards earlier this year. Our Airmen are further-
ing a new culture of improved physical fitness, and en-
suring our warfighting and expeditionary missions can
be executed. 

The 2d OSS trains Airmen in a variety of career

fields including air traffic controllers, weather forecast-
ers and aircrew members in their assigned specialties.
Our air traffic controllers transformed their training by
taking advantage of a new tower simulator that can
simulate any base in the world with appropriate aircraft
they would use in an area of responsibility. Tower man-
agement analyzed their training program and re-
designed it with computer-based courses while maxi-
mizing training effectiveness, thereby reducing overall
training time by 40 percent. Our controllers are not on-
ly certifying quicker, but are also better trained and
ready to support Air and Space Expeditionary Forces
worldwide. 

Similarly, our aircrews constantly train in simula-
tors, conduct emergency egress training and accom-
plish combat survival training for worldwide employ-
ment. The B-52 weapon system trainers and other sim-
ulators are undergoing multiple transformations.
Aircraft system upgrades like the Electronic
Countermeasure Improvement and Avionics Mid-Life
Improvement programs are currently being incorporat-
ed into the simulators. The full motion weapon system
trainer is currently being modified with new computers
and visual displays to make training more realistic. The
ultimate goal is to link the weapons system trainers to
fly missions in a joint environment. Imagine the advan-
tage of training with F-16s from Luke AFB, Ariz., E-8
Joint STARs from Robins AFB, Ga., and E-3 AWACs
from Tinker AFB, Okla., and a ground-based forward
air controller at Fort Ord - all in their simulators while
flying our WST at Barksdale. 

Knowing what to do if something goes wrong is
critical to combat employment. The 2d OSS is bringing
on line a full-scale realistic egress trainer for initial and
continuation training. This will ensure crew members
are familiar with procedures to egress the jet in any

emergency on the ground or in the air. Once ejected
from the jet, aviators also practice every part of a para-
chute descent to include canopy malfunctions with the
inclusion of three new virtual reality parachute simula-
tors. This training gives the aircrew members hands-on
training in post-egress procedures and parachute land-
ing falls. If this happens over enemy territory, our
crews are ready. 

The 2d OSS also conducts combat survival training
to provide crew members with the knowledge and skill
needed to survive in a hostile environment. It covers
everything from moral and legal obligations to proce-
dures required in personnel recovery operations. The
squadron trains on the East reservation to practice ba-
sic land navigation and evasion techniques. Aircrew
members work with the 2d Security Forces Squadron
and their K-9’s, which increases the realism of the
training. The training is designed to instill confidence
and allows the individual to concentrate on planning
and executing combat search and rescue actions. Our
crews truly train as we fight.

The 2d OSS is now stepping out on another transfor-
mation journey; turning the old base gym into a state
of the art expeditionary and operational center. The fa-
cility will consolidate many geographically separated
2d OSS functions, but more importantly, the architec-
ture combined with focused training will be a bench-
mark war planning and command and control hub for
2d BW operations. The 2d BW will truly be “Second to
None” when this facility is built; hopefully in 2007.
Transformation takes time and effort. The end result
will be truly expeditionary and warrior focused-Airmen
and facilities. The dedicated warriors of the 2d OSS
continue to provide first class training and exemplify
the motto of the Posse, “The mission starts here - not
the hold line!” HUA! 



Job opening
The Family Support Center has an

upcoming opening for a superinten-
dent. The position is open to all mas-
ter sergeants and senior master ser-
geants and is a three-year special duty
tour with a change of Air Force
Specialty Code to 8C000. Packages
are due to the FSC by May 27 and
should include the last three Enlisted
Performance Reports, resume and a
recommendation letter from the indi-
vidual’s commander. 

Information sheets are available at
the FSC or call 456-8400 for more in-
formation.

Re-Blue conference
The 340th Weapons Squadron

holds a Re-Blue conference May 25
and 26. All B-52 weapons school
graduates may attend. The conference
is to provide up-to-date information to
all graduates on a wide range of top-
ics. Current briefs include program
status on a number of new weapons,
and updates on the WPS syllabus. Call
Maj. Bill Winans at DSN 781-3629 if
interested in briefing at the confer-
ence. 

Car Wash
The 2d Civil Engineer Squadron

Booster Club sponsors a donation car
wash today from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Thrifty Car Sales on Old Minden
Road across from Quiznos.

Closure
The Financial Services Office clos-

es at 11:30 a.m. May 21 for a
squadron function. Call 564-7419 or
560-2212 for emergencies.

Retirement Ceremony
A retirement ceremony honoring

Master Sgt. Denise M. McKinney, 2d
Mission Support Squadron, after 23
years of service, is scheduled today at
11 a.m. at the 2d MSS building in
room 211. Dress for civilians is casu-
al; military should wear their uniform
of the day.

MPF closing
The Military Personnel Flight clos-

es for an official function today at
noon. The customer service section
will remain open for normal opera-
tions and duty hours.

ALS class award winners
The following senior airmen re-

ceived recognition during the Airman
Leadership School graduation: John
Levitow Award, Marvin McGee, 2d
Operation Support Squadron; distin-
guished graduates: Timothy Roznos,
608th Air Intelligence Squadron,
Christopher Bounds 2d Security
Forces Squadron, Michael Dees, 2d
Munitions Squadron; academic award,
Dees; and leadership award, Roznos.

NEWS BRIEFS
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The AAHC’s First Friday Social

Staff Sgt. Derrick Bartley/2d Bomb Wing 

More than 100 people came out to enjoy refreshments ,
games, and prizes at the African-American Heritage
Committee’s (AAHC) First Friday Social, May 7 at the en-
listed club. Above: Master Sgt. Terrance Jones and Staff
Sgt. Demarkulus Menyfield play a game. Right: Capt.
Todd Randolph, AAHC president, presented the
Barksdale Cheerleaders with a $200 donation to help off-
set travel costs for future events. The group gathers on
the first Friday of the month. 

BY J. MANNY GUENDULAY
OBSERVER

Col. Roderick Gillis assumed com-
mand of the 2d Operations Group
from Col. George Gagnon May 7

at Hoban Hall.
Colonel Gillis comes from the

Pentagon where he was working with the
Joint Staff. He returns to Barksdale for the
second time with more than 3,700 hours
of flight in B-52s. His first time at
Barksdale was as operations officer and
later the squadron commander of the 11th
Bomb Squadron from 1997 to 2000.

Gillis said he was happy about return-
ing to the area for three reasons: “The peo-
ple, the food and the weather - three win-
ters of shoveling snow in D.C. has made
me appreciate hot weather.”

With deployments coming up, Gillis
sees opportunities for the group to shine.

“Bombers are in high demand in all
theaters of operations. [It is] a real tribute
to the B-52 crew force,” said Gillis.

As for taking on the position of being
the commander of the mighty deuce’s op-
erations group, Gillis was “honored and
humbled” to return to the 2d Bomb Wing.

“My impression is that the group and
wing are made up of the high caliber
Airmen that put duty to country first. The
nation is honored to have them serving,”
said Gillis.

Gillis received his commission in 1980

through the Reserve Officer Training
Corps program at Troy State University in
Alabama. Following college he attended
pilot training at Williams AFB, Ariz.,
where he was trained to fly the B-52G/H.

His awards include a Defense Superior
Service Medal, Defense Meritorious
Service Medal, Meritorious Service
Medal with two oak leaf clusters, Air
Force Commendation Medal, Joint
Service Achievement Medal, Combat
Readiness Medal with two oak leaf clus-
ters, National Defense Service Medal with
one star and a Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal.

Gillis takes 2d Ops Group reins
Colonel back
to Base from
Pentagon after
Joint Staff
assignment

Staff Sgt. Denise Rayder/2d Communications Squadron
Col. Michael Moeller, 2d Bomb Wing commander, passes command of the 2d
Operations Group to Col. Roderick Gillis at Hoban Hall May 7.
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Mobility training conducted at Barksdale
BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS JUSTASIA LEHMANN
OBSERVER

A BEAR Base Mobility Training Team from the 49th
Mobility Maintenance Group at Holloman will be at
Barksdale to teach a BEAR Base Structures Erection
Course. The course is four days long and scheduled to run
Tuesday through May 21.

Though the course is geared toward civil engineering
Air Force Specialty Codes, it is open to anyone who may
be tasked to erect these shelters during a contingency.

The course is a joint venture between Air Combat
Command and Air Education and Training Command and
familiarizes Airmen with the procedures to erect and dis-
assemble BEAR base structures.

The course is broken down into five training blocks.
Blocks one and five are purely academic, and blocks two
through four provide training in procedures to unpack,
erect, disassemble, inventory and repack a general pur-
pose shelter, expandable shelter/container, temper tent
and the small shelter. 

Students in the course are measured in two ways. The

instructor judges them on their participation in the hands-
on portion of the class and a written test. If the instructor
feels the student did not contribute, a diploma will not be
issued. Upon completion of blocks two through four, a
10-question multiple choice appraisal will be given. At
the end of the course, a 40-question multiple choice test
will be given. 

Students have to achieve a 70 percent minimum score
to pass. The curriculum is accredited through the
Community College of the Air Force and is currently
worth one credit hour.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Armed Forces day is Saturday. The fol-
lowing is an Armed Forces Day message from the
Secretary of the Air Force Dr. James G. Roche and Air
Force Chief of Staff Gen. John P. Jumper.

Since 1949, America has paid tribute to its men and
women in uniform by celebrating Armed Forces Day
on the third Saturday in May. Grateful Americans in
every state will hold parades and fly Old Glory to hon-
or those who have worn the uniform either as a Soldier,
Sailor, Airman or Marine.

It is indeed an important time to be a member of our

nation’s Armed Forces and especially to be an Airman.
America needs your service today as much, if not
more, than any other time in our country’s history.
America’s security is a global issue as we continue the
fight in the war on terrorism. Our country needs your
steadfast devotion to protecting the freedoms we enjoy.

Today, we serve a grateful nation. From shore to
shore, Americans are proud of your professional com-
petence, combat capabilities and unwavering courage
to defend our country. They have seen firsthand your
efforts in the mountains of Afghanistan and the skies

over Iraq and your steadfastness in protecting our
homeland. They have reveled with us in your triumphs
and cried with us when we lose brothers and sisters in
battle.

You represent the pride and patriotism of the United
States. You are the standard for sacrifice, devotion and
bravery. We are proud to serve with you. On this
Armed Forces Day, let’s remember those who came be-
fore us and those who made the ultimate sacrifice for
our freedom. May God bless all of you and our great
nation.

Secretary, chief send Armed Forces Day message

Putting a lid on it ...

Charles Pendergrass/2d Civil Engineer Squadron

A contractor places a new lid
on one of four petroleum oil
fuel tanks being renovated
May 7. Each tank holds ap-
proximately 1 million gallons
of JP-8 fuel. Renovation in-
cludes stripping the paint off
and repainting the insides of
the tanks, a new dome roof
and new berms. The project
is due to be finished by the
end of this month.
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Base Airmen receive Articles 15
2D BOMB WING LEGAL OFFICE

From April 29 through May 7, five
members of Barksdale AFB received non-
judical punish-
ment under
Article 15 of the
Uniform Code of
Military Justice. 

An airman
failed to obey a
lawful order by
having a handgun
and a paintball
gun in his dormi-
tory room.
Punishment:  30
days restriction,
30 days extra du-
ty, and a repri-
mand.  

An airman 1st
class failed to pay
her government
travel card ac-
count.
Punishment:  suspended reduction to air-
man.

An airman 1st class altered his military

identification card by changing his date of
birth. Punishment:  reduction to airman.

A senior airman failed to obey an order
by not following leave procedures cor-

rectly.
Punishment:
suspended
reduction to
airman 1st
class, seven
days extra
duty, and a
reprimand. 

A staff
sergeant was
derelict in
his duties by
failing to
perform an
operational
check on a
B-52H.
Punishment:
reduction to
senior air-
man.

There were no discharges under the
rapid airman discharge program during
this time frame. 

.

.
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BY JOANNE WILLIAMS
2D SERVICES SQUADRON

Cullen Park, Clear Lake Park and the Witches Hut, located on the east side, are
great places for an afternoon get-together, burgers, drinks and volleyball.

Free volleyball, horseshoe, croquet and badminton equipment are available with a
reservation at one of these locations. Each squadron is allowed one free party a year
with a signed request by the commander. 

Additional parties or other base groups pay a $25 fee. Off-base groups with a mili-
tary sponsor can reserve a pavilion for $35 or $100 for the whole park. Groups are re-
quired to return the park to its prior condition, including garbage removal. 

The 2d Services Squadron suggests calling as soon as possible to ensure the park’s
availability. A park usage request form must be routed through the 2d Mission
Support Group commander and is due to outdoor recreation no later than two weeks
prior to the event. 

Squadrons planning to serve alcohol must comply with Air Force Instruction 34-
219, Alcoholic Beverage Program/Barksdale Supplement 1: “If an approved event in-
cludes alcohol and/or malt beverage consumption, then a responsible individual must
be identified so as to provide adequate supervision during the period of use and con-
sumption.” The squadron’s commander, first sergeant or other supervisors must sign
the paperwork to identify the responsible individual. 
The park request form and the letter is located at www.barksdaleservices.com. Click
on outdoor recreation and download the park forms. 

Fill out the form and letter and drop them off at the new office located across from
the Shoppette on the East reservation. Call 456-7765 for more information. 

The form and letter may also be dropped off at Suite 105, 2d MSG Head Quarters
building to the flight secretary.

Base parks: great places to celebrate

Load ‘em up

Alexandria, La. - Airman 1st
Class Anthony Corkew loads a
bomb onto an A-10
Thunderbolt II Tuesday. He is
assigned to the 717th Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron at
Barksdale. (U.S. photo by Staff
Sgt. Elizabeth Concepcion)
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Supplement to the Observer

Part Day Enrichment (456-3776)
Pre-school summer fun camp

Pre-school summer fun camp registra-
tion is going on now for children ages 3 to
5. Two sessions will be held: Show and
Tell on June 1-24 and Wet and Wild on
July 6-29. Camp runs Tuesdays-
Thursdays from 8:30-11:30 a.m. 

To register, come by the Part Day
Enrichment Center at 827 Twining on any
Tuesday or Thursday afternoon from noon
to 2 p.m. Parents should bring immuniza-
tion records, birth certificate and leave
and earning statements. Children must
have been 3-years-old by March 1 and
fees are based on total family income. Call
456-3776 for more information.

Gifts and Getaways (456-1865)   
Half price engraved pens

Get a beautiful wooden pen and pencil
set with a custom-engraved message at
half price. These pens are hardwood with
brass bolsters. Single pen sets are $15,
doubles are $25 and triples are $35. This
is a manager’s special and could go away
at any time. Come by Gifts and Getaways
and pick up a perfect gift for that someone
special. 
Gator park trip

Take a daytrip to Pierre Bayou Alligator
Park in scenic Natchitoches, Louisiana.
See and touch live alligators or watch as
they are fed. Guests wil leave the base at
10:30 a.m. on  May 22 and return the same
day at 4:30 p.m. The price is $20 for
adults and $18 for children 12 years old or
younger and includes admission to the
park and transportation on a comfortable,
chartered bus with restroom facilities. The
group size will be limited to 50 and a min-
imum of 30 is required to go. Call Gifts
and Getaways today. Wednesday is the
last day to sign-up.
Hurricane Harbor open

Hurricane Harbor is open for business
and Gifts and Getaways has discount tick-
ets. This great Texas water park is only a
three-hour drive from Barksdale and is
located adjacent to Six Flags Over Texas.
Admission is only $16.

Six Flags Over Texas Amusement Park
is also open. Get  Six Flags tickets for less
than half of normal gate prices. Tickets
start at $25. Stop by Gifts and Getaways
in the BX Mall to take advantage of these
huge savings and plan your next vacation.

Outdoor recreation move 
Outdoor Recreation has moved its office

to Building 8930, formerly the Shopette
and the Lakehouse, on the east reserva-
tion. They are open Mondays-Fridays
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and are closed on
Sundays and Mondays. Stop by to sign up
for their programs or call at 456-7765. 

Pool passes on sale now
Season pool passes are on sale now.

Family season passes are $70,  single sea-
son passes are $35, single monthly passes
are $15 and daily admission is $1.50.  The
pools are located by the enlisted and offi-
cers clubs and are open from May 29-
Sept. 6.  Call 456-7765 for details. 

Officers Club (456-4926)            
Thursday jackpot bingo  

Win big at Bingo every Thursday
evening! The progressive jackpot grows
weekly!  Enjoy the buffet at 5:30 p.m. for
only $5.50 and members get five dollars
off bingo packs. You can also play Early
Bird Bingo. Jackpot Bingo starts at 6:30
p.m. All ranks are welcome! 
One dollar lunch

Show your club card Tuesday at the offi-
cers club and get the Mega Buffet for only
one dollar. This is part of the Members
First program. Encourage a friend to join
the club, as it pays to be a club member.
One dollar dinner

When was the last time you got a great
deal on dinner? Club members can have
dinner for only a dollar on Wednesday at
5:30 p.m. as part of the Members First
program. This is the club’s way of thank-
ing its members for their valuable mem-
bership. 

Services Squadron (456-6955)    
Boat float boogie party

Make plans now to compete in the Boat
Float Boogie at the west pool. The party
takes place June 4 from 6-10 p.m. and fea-
tures a homemade boat contest. Only
cardboard, duct tape and milk jugs may be
used to make boats. Boats will race the
length of the pool. The most spirited team
will receive a team spirit award.  The race
winner will receive a $200 cash prize.

Other fun games available include pool
keg rodeo, prize diving and water volley-
ball. Plenty of music, food and  beverages
will also be available. Spectators are wel-
come. Call 456-6955 or 456-3448 for
more information or to sign up.

Fox Run Golf Course (456-2263)
Free golf lessons

May is the PGA’s Free Lesson Month.
Get a free-10-minute lesson from a pro-
fessional instructor and shave strokes
from your game. Call John at Fox Run for
an appointment. Slots are filling fast.
Free birthday golf

Show your identification card on your
birthday and get a free green fee and cart
rental at Fox Run. Annual green fee hold-
ers get a free cart rental and meal. While
you are there, visit the pro shop and
browse through lots of unique gift items.
Call ahead for a tee time.

www.barksdaleservices.com

Check out
our website!

8

*M*A*S*H*

*B*A*S*H*++May 28
Hangar II

*Music

*Buffet

*Beer Garden

*Clinger & 
Hot Lips
look-alike
Contest

*Prizes

*Only $10

Presented
by 

2d Med Group

& 2 SVS

U.S. Kid’s Golf

Ages 8-18 welcome! You get:
Starter Clubs    Golf bag     Golf shirt   Hat

Training booklets   Five 1-hour lessons
(includes one playing lesson)

June 14-25 at Fox Run Golf Course

Call 456-2263 to sign-up. Class size is limited to first 50.

Only 
$4995

                Outdoor Recreation (456-7765)          
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A ceremony was held May 7 to
kick off the 8th Air Force Museum
Adopt-A-Plane program.

“This program was created to pro-
vide the 2d Bomb Wing’s fourth
bomb squadron additional manpow-
er,” said Mr. Buck Rigg, 8th Air
Force Museum director, referring to
the museum as an additional
squadron under the wing. “This addi-
tional manpower will provide the
care of this very rare collection of
historic aircraft and vehicles repre-
senting our proud bombardment her-
itage.” 

During the ceremony, Lt. Gen.
Bruce Carlson, 8th Air Force com-
mander, said, “This program is about
preserving a memory that will last
forever if we take care of it.” 

“A call went out some weeks ago
asking for organizations on Barksdale
to consider adopting an airplane or
vehicle,” Mr. Rigg said. “To adopt
the plane you have to be willing to
conduct a three-phase maintenance
program to bring your vehicle up to a
display condition worthy of its histo-
ry. It’s also something veterans and
their families can be proud of and
tell others that the folks who carry on
at Barksdale care about how they got
to where they are today.”

Col. Michael Moeller, 2d BW com-
mander, also spoke about the pro-
gram and announced the planes and

which base unit adopted them.
“Phase one is to ‘fix what we

have’ so people can be proud when
they come to the museum,” said
Colonel Moeller. “The second phase
will be a fundraising campaign and
the third phase will be a grant pro-
gram.”

“Barksdale will celebrate the Air
Force’s birthday a day early, on Sept.
17, and will present the plaques to
the units who adopted planes,” said
Colonel Moeller.

To receive a plaque, units must, at
a minimum, inspect, wash, paint and
bird-proof their planes. In other
words, their planes must show no-
ticeable improvement, Colonel
Moeller said. 

When people come to the muse-
um, “I want them to walk away with
pride and enthusiasm,” Colonel
Moeller said. 

The following planes were adopted
by Barksdale units:

P-51D  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8th AF HQ
SR-71A  . . . . . . . . . .2d BW Special Staff
1953 AF Ambulance  . . . . . . . . . . .2d MG
B-47E  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20th BS
F-84F  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CGOC
B-17G  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2d CS
B24J  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49th  TES
C-47A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2d LRS
C-45  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2d MOS
AT-11  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11th BS, 2d OSS
Titan II Nose Cone  .2d MSS, 2d SVS,
2d CONS
B-58 Rocket Sled  . . . . . .Team 56, F4AA

FB-111A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2d CS Top 4
T-33A  . . . . .8th AF Museum Association
Boeing B-29  . . . . . . .96th BS, 96th AMU
OA-11 Crash Truck  . . .2d CES Fire Dept.
Boeing KC-97G/L . . . . . . . . . . . .2d MXS
AVRO VULCAN  . . . . . . . . . . 2d MUNS
Jet Engine Crane  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2d MXS
Mig-21F . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2d MWXG-QA

B-52D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20th AMU
Peace Keeper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2d SFS
B-52G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11th AMU
AGM-28  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2d MUNS
P-15 Crash Truck  . . . . .2d CES Fire Dept.
Boeing KC-135A2d SFS, 2d MSS, 2d SVS,
2d CONS
UKE (EUCLID) . . . . . . . . . . .Det. 3, 29 TSS 

Col. Moeller kicks off Adopt-A-Plane Program

1st Lt. Jeffrey B. Donahue, 2d Contracting Squadron, accepts ownership
of KC-135A from Col. Michael Moeller, 2d Bomb Wing commander, as
part of the 8th Air Force Museum’s Adopt-A -Plane Program. 

Master Sgt. Michael Kaplan/2d Communications Squadron

Life
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Editor’s Note: The following people submitted
letters to the Observer to celebrate Military
Spouse Appreciation Day.

VB
Thank you for all you do for me each day. I’m

glad you’re my husband and look forward to
spending the rest of my life with you. The military
brought us together; God will keep us together. I
love you with all my heart.

Emmbee

Shannon
Out of ten short years I have had in the Air

Force little over 3 of those were deployed to for-
eign countries. You always stood beside me and
helped me stay strong during those periods of sepa-
ration, drastic changes at work, and of course the
PCSs. Supportive spouses like you enable us to
stay on track and achieve our goals. Thank you
very much and I love You! Forever and Ever.

Joe

Suzie
Thank you for all the times you were there for

me. If not for you, I would not be where I am
today. Hope our retirement years are as great. Love
you sweetie!  

Tim

Jeanette 
Thank you, so very very much for the 110% of

support you give me!  For all that I do TDYs, exer-
cises; extended shifts, etc… know that my love for
you is never ending!  I always enjoy coming home
and being with you!  Love Always and God Bless. 

Lawrence

Roxanne
You make all of my days in the military so

much easier. There is no way I could do what I do
without you!

Steve

J
I may not say it enough. Thank you. Thank you

for everything you do. You are the love of my life.
You are my anchor. I don’t worry about the kids
because you are there. I know I can concentrate on
work because I know you are there. We’ve gone
through several moves, separated at times during
the move, but I wasn’t worried, you were there to
keep everything flowing smoothly. I know when I
finish my career, you’ll be there. Thank you again,
for being there. I Love You.

B

Vanessa
I’m thankful everyday that I have you by my

side. Thank you for supporting me in my career
and in life. I love you.

Michael

Peaches
My love, I wanted to thank you for being in my

life for the past twenty-one years. You have stood
with me, and never faltered, nor shied away from
any challenge. Thank you for being such a wonder-
ful wife, mother, and friend. Your companionship
over the years has been the highlight of my life,
and I will love you for all eternity. Thank you for
being in my life. God has truly blessed me when he

helped me find you. I will love you always and for-
ever.

Monkey-boy

Lisa 
I just wanted to let you know how much I

Love You and appreciate all the love and support
you have given to me through the years. You have
made a lot of sacrifices and put up with a lot of
TDYs. Through it all you managed to keep a
household together and raise three beautiful chil-
dren. You are definitely my “better half” and I
want to thank you for always being there for me
and the children. 

John

Maria
I attribute my success to the strength and confi-

dence of my wife. Her continued support of me
and my career are unmatched. When times are
tough, it’s her that gets me through it all. When I
question my confidence in my own abilities, she is
always there to cheer me on. I would not be where
I am today without my wife’s support and dedica-
tion. Maria thank you for all you do as a spouse a
mother and my best friend. I love you. 

Gary

Wendy
Thank you for everything that you do.  You

make it easier to do my job and make me miss my
home while I am gone. I love you.

Dave

Wendy & Denice
Thank you so very much for your love and sup-

port during my absences. That was exactly what I
needed to get me through those tough times. I am
truly a very lucky man to have you both in my life!

Brian

Mindy
The military officially refers to you as my

“dependent spouse.” In fact, for 18 years you
served this country by my side with more strength,
courage, and grace than I could muster even in my
dreams. You do this every day without citation or
decoration. Words can’t describe how important
you are to the United States and her Air Force.
Your tireless efforts make my meager contribution
to this nation’s defense possible. We make an
unbeatable team, and I am truly blessed. For the
record, I absolutely DEPEND on you sweetheart.

Brett 

Esmer
Through all of the PCS moves and the various

places we’ve lived, I’m sure there must have been
some tough times but as I look back, I can’t
remember much about them. All I seem recall is
that you made them all feel like home. Thanks for
all the years of love and support!

Hector

Kirk
My best friend, Thank you for supporting me

and being there for me through the good and the
bad. You are the love of my life and my strength. I
am so lucky to have married you and could not live
without you. You are the best husband any wife
could ask for. I love you.

Heidi

Robin
Thanks for all the sacrifices you’ve made over

the last 20 plus years. You’ve had to be Mom and
Dad through five remote tours, an extended
deployment, and countless TDYs. And let’s not
forget the many moves, late nights, and mid-morn-
ing calls. Though not always mentioned, your
untiring support, love, and prayer has never gone
unnoticed. Your dedication and service are why I
can serve as I do. Thanks Babe.

Kevin

Misti
Misti, mother of my child and love of my life.

You have stood by me for 20+ years of military
life. You are my inspiration!  Through the years
you have always taken second seat to my career
and done so without complaint. You have been the
rock that I have been anchored to during our six
PCS’s, too many TDY’s to even count and espe-
cially during the lengthy deployments. Now I am
retiring from military life and it’s my turn to sacri-
fice for your career. I only hope I can give you the
love and support you’ve shown me. Love, 

Warren

Kim 
As key spouse for the squadron, you’ve always

been there to help others in need and to teach oth-
ers about the military spouse lifestyle. As a mother
of two kids, you’ve always been there for them no
matter where we’re stationed, especially when I’m
away. Above all, as my wife, you’ve always been
there for me. Thank you for everything you’ve
done.

I Love you,
Steve

Faby
Regardless of the shift I’ve worked, or the

many times I have been away from home, you
have always supported me and helped me make
the hard decisions. I know it hasn’t been easy leav-
ing your job, your friends, and your goals every
time, but you have always stood by my side.
Thank you for your love, your support, your
patience. Above all, thank you for keeping our
family together; our daughters and I are so proud
of you. Once again, thank you for being my part-
ner in the journey of our lives; thank you for being
my best friend. 

Jesus

Kelly Wray 
Kelly, you are absolutely wonderful!  Thank

you so much for all you have done for me, our
family, and the Air Force. I am constantly amazed
at all you do for our squadron, the Barksdale OSC
and the Barksdale community!  You give so much
of your time and energy; you truly show all of us
what it means when we say ‘service before self,
excellence and integrity!’ I am so proud to share
my life with you. Thank you, and never change!

Bob

Christy Lynn Mason
You have supported me through years of 200+

days deployments. You have raised our children.
You have been my source of support, strength, and
comfort. Words can never express my love and 
appreciation for your support of me and my career 
in the Air force. Thank you from the depths of my

soul for always being their. I will love you always. 
Robin

Tammy
I want to tell you just how much all your sacri-

fices have meant over the past ten years.
Everything you have done and given up has not
gone unnoticed. All your long days at work only
to come home finding I will be working late again.
Throughout my military career I known there has
been times when you felt as if I was dragging you
through life as my assistant. You have always
taken the back seat when the military called me to
work just one more time. Thanks for everything
you do in making our military career a success.
Loving you forever and always.

Keith

Amanda
Amanda, I just wanted to say thank you for

being a wonderful wife and mother, and to let you
know how much I do appreciate you. I love you
and always will.

Christopher

Sybil
I appreciate you!!! Thanks!!! Love always,

Carl

Gigi
My precious Honeyco! I do not tell you

enough just how much I appreciate you and what
a wonderful job you do in keeping our busy fami-
ly running smoothly on a daily basis. Whether it is
getting our two boys off to school each day or
catering to our every request for meals, you are
truly the best! May is Military Spouse
Appreciation Month. Gigi, you deserve to be rec-
ognized year round! I just want to let you know
that you are the center of my universe and the very
best thing that ever happened to me! I love you!

Chuck

Heidi
I know I don’t tell you thank you enough times

but you know I couldn’t do it without you. Thank
you. You still shouldn’t get half.

Luis

Paul
Paul, I know it’s not easy being the man that

you are and having to follow me and my career. I
know it’s not easy to stay home with 2 young chil-
dren and knowing that we have another baby on
the way. When I leave for deployments or just to
go to the field, I know it’s not easy doing it by
yourself. I want you to know how important you
are to me, even when I forget. We’ve been through
so much and you still remain my rock. I want to
say thank you and I love you.

Monaca

Nancy
I want to thank you for your constant under-

standing during every late night at work, every
missed dinner, every change of plans and every
day I was away in another country and unable to
call as often as you would like.  I thank you for all
of your hard work taking care of every thing at
home while I was gone. I know it is not easy
being a military Spouse and not it is not for every-
one.  You have proven that you are one of the best

at the hardest job in the military. You make my job
much easier. Thank You. I Love You.

Jake

Janessa
I just want to thank you for all the support and

love that you have given me, with out you my life
will not be complete.

Ernesto

Tauna
I wanted to take this time to thank you for all

of the support that you give me. I know it is diffi-
cult taking care of our son and our house and me
when I come home from a hard day at work. I
love you.

James

Lawanda “Baby Queen”
Baby Queen thank you for all your support,

thank you for the wonderful wife that you are. You
always have been there for me. You travel miles to
see me and no matter what type of situation we
have, I known I always can count on you. We
always have each others back and you always can
count on me. When I’m not there, you make the
right decisions, I don’t know what I will do with-
out you. I will love you forever.

Tu papi chulo

Sondi Lynn
She looketh well to the ways of her household,

and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children
arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also,
and he praiseth her. A picture of my life would be
incomplete unless you included her in it. Twenty
years ago she said ‘I do’and has remained faithful
through thick and thin. TDYs, deployments, wars,
exercises and alert, she is the glue that has held our
family together while raising two awesome chil-
dren. The Air Force calls me the sponsor, but this
country owes her a great debt for the job that she
has done.

Driller

Maynard
Married to the military is a real challenge. You

pull it off in grand style. Thanks for all you do.
Love you,

Ducky

Sondra
It is almost impossible to put in a few words

the gratitude I have with you !  This Military
Spouse Appreciation Day is an excellent opportu-
nity to show my appreciation to  you in recogni-
tion of more than 23 years of incalculable support
in our marriage and also my Air Force career. I’m
extremely grateful to you for remaining steadfast
during my many absences for U.S. and overseas
deployments and training. I’m thankful that when
I’m gone, you ensure that our home continues to
prosper; and it shows in our children. You have
enabled me to commit to being my best, striving
to make a difference in the lives of others. You are
truly a “Virtuous Woman.”  

JR

Jennie (My Tulip)
Thank you for always being supportive and

loving to me when the times have been rough; the
problems that I have faced with my back, and all

the long hours that I and many others have had to
stay at work. I will always love you and be forever
thankful that you have come into my life, and sup-
port me in what I do.

David

Annette
Throughout the years you have always been the

one. Always the one who sacrificed the most. To
you I give this toast:
Many times my duty has called and left us apart
Aduty that left you with the children and a heavy 

heart
Your courage and strength was never in doubt
I may me the member, but you’re the one with all 

the clout
Now that my military commitment is drawing near
Together forever we’ll complete life’s journey, with 

that I have no fear
Thanks for always being there.

A-Bear

Muffy
You have been there for me no matter the hours

I’ve worked, or birthdays, holidays and anniver-
saries I’ve missed. Your patience, love and under-
standing have made every house a home, and
every day a new adventure. We created a wonder-
ful son along the way and every day just gets bet-
ter. Thank you for accompanying me over the last
11 years as we have traveled together through life
and love on my military journey. And what a long,
strange trip its been… 

Fluffy

Sunshine
I never seem to say ‘thank you’often enough

for all you do. You are the glue that holds our fami-
ly together. Without you I would surely not be were
I am at today, it would take me a lifetime to repay
you being such a wonderful wife, mother and best
friend. Even though my career in the Air Force is
coming to a close, I look forward to the new hori-
zons knowing that each challenge I take on, you
will be at my side. Let your Sunshine continue to
bring rays of love and happiness to our family.

Popcorn

Sarah
Through the good times and the bad, the late

nights and 14 hour shifts, I still smile when the
thought of you crosses my mind. I smile because
you’re my best friend, the one that keeps me driv-
ing and the sole reason I’ve made it this far.
Without your devotion, your patience and your
unselfish sacrifices, who knows where I’d be now.
Although I don’t say it often, I just want to let you
know how appreciative I am. Thank you for every-
thing. I love you sweetheart. Love,

Boomer 

Sarah
Thanks for all you do for our family and the

entire Air Force Family. I love you!
Alan

K
Thanks for everything you do for our family;

we all appreciate and love you more than you will
ever know.

J & the kids

Alma
A warm, heart-felt thanks for all you do for

me. I love you.
Michael

Toni
There is no way that I could have made it this

far in my career and obtained the successes that I
have enjoyed without having you by my side.
You have always stood by me and supported me,
even when it meant that I have had to go away
for a while.  I know that I am extremely lucky to
have a wife as wonderful as you. Not just any
woman can accept the sacrifice and burdens that
military life asks of a wife. You support the mili-
tary just as much as I do. I love you very deeply.

Clay

Wendy H
Thanks for all your support in the many func-

tions you assist in keeping me ready for meeting
the mission. Without your support the readiness
would be much more difficult. You and all spous-
es are to be commended for the many things
taken for granted. Thanks and please know your
efforts are appreciated.

Buster

Joey
Baby, I know we’ve had our ups and downs,

but through it all you’ve stood by my side and I
want you to know that I appreciate each and
every thing that you do. I may not always show it
or say it, but I do notice the little things you do
and I love you all the more for it. I know it’s not
always easy loving me, but you go to great
lengths to show me how much you care for me. I
just wanted to say thanks for all the love and sup-
port from you and the girls, my Cierra-Bear and
Teeny Poo. I love you all very much.

Reese Cup

Kelli
Thank you for the commitment and sacrifices

you have giving me for the past 13 years. I
would not have made it without you.

Honeyman

Negra
You are a great wife and friend. You have

been with me through thick and thin. And even
though after 21 and a half years, we have had our
ups and downs, we are still together as God
intended us to be. Thank you for helping raise
Jessica, Julio and Justin. Without your support, I
don’t know where I’d be today. May you have a
blessed Spouse’s day and know that you are truly
loved.

Julio

Roxann
Thank you for being there and giving me the

support during the long hours and missed days
off.

Kyle

Mander 
We have had a tough go these past few years

with deployments, new jobs and the ever-chang-
ing demands of our beautiful children. You have
manned the fort, planned birthdays, and been at
precious school performances that I missed and

can never get back. I couldn’t have asked for a
more caring and loving best friend that just so hap-
pens to be my wife. You are truly my better half
and I am incomplete with you. I love you with all
my heart.  

AG  

Julia
Thank you for being the best wife and mother

in the world. I can’t count the times you have
helped me and I wouldn’t where I am without you.

Rick

My Cindy
For 25+ years of marriage you’ve followed me

through 11 PCS’s and 18 household moves.
You’ve freely given your youth, your health, and
your love to me as we’ve traversed a sea of com-
munities, highways, tears, disappointments, and
distractions. Along the way I discovered that the
Air Force does not really love me or you, it only
needs us. When it no longer needs us, we’ll be
tossed aside. Whatever happens, I’ll always need
you and I’ll always be your Chuck.

The Chuck

Melissa
Thank you for being the best wife a husband

can have. You are always there for me. When I
joined the Air Force I didn’t know how much it
was going to affect our lives. You put your life on
hold for me and know it’s time for me to think
about you. Thank you for being my wife, friend
and mother of my child. Love,

Rob

Dear Kim, 
The last 12 years together have been wonderful,

and as we approach our wedding anniversary, I
would like to thank you for all the wonderful
things you have done to keep our family happy
and healthy. You have been and are our motivation,
glue and inspiration that keep us striving for bigger
and better things in life. Thank you for your sup-
port and love, till death do us part. I Love You!

Miguel 

Betty
I recently had the pleasure of performing your

“job” while you took a well deserved vacation.
Now, more than ever, I have great appreciation for
everything you do. It’s not so much making the
meals, washing the clothes, cleaning the house or
the multiple trips to schools, practices, games, and
parties; the difficult part is doing all that while
maintaining a sympathetic ear and a kind word.
You could probably train someone who could do
the chores, but only you are able to make each of
our kids feel special. Hopefully you will keep this
job for a lifetime, and in a few years I will be able
to do more for you. Thank you for everything.

Gary

Billie
Thank you for all the love and support you give

to an Air Force workaholic. It is because of you I
am able to accomplish everything I aim for. You
will always have my love and respect.

Carlos
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Base people take time to recognize their loved ones
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Refreshments to be “deployed”

J. Manny Guendulay/Observer
Top: Ms. Denise Robinson, Master Sgt. Barb Lavigne, 2d Bomb Wing Public Affairs, and Lt. Col.
Florence Valley, 2d Medical Operations Squadron, slice oranges and prepare to bag them Saturday
morning so the fruit can be given out along with dozens of cookies on the Barksdale Cookie Bus.
An assortment of cookies, muffins and other delectibles were presented to the men and women
working on the flightline during the current exercise. Right: Olivia Valley, age 9, daughter of Lt. Col.
Florence and Raymond Valley, counts apples and other fruit as it is prepared to be shipped out. The
cookies were delivered Sunday and Monday to the flightline to aid those working 12-hour shifts.
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Family: Wife, Amy; Sons, Collin, Ryan, and
Alex

Hometown: Port Huron, Mich.

Unit: 2d Medical Operations Squadron

Job Title: NCOIC, Information Technology

Job Description: Functional System
Administrator

Most rewarding job aspect: Working with
great people

Goals: To complete my bachelor’s degree in
computer science

Hobbies: Volleyball, racquetball and running

Favorite food: Mexican

Person I admire the most: My grandfather,
Jim

I’m proudest of: My wife and children

Best day of my life: The day I got married

My best asset is: Working well with others

Pet peeve: White socks in BDU’s

What I like most about Barksdale: The
Fitness Center

Favorite TV Show: “Married with Children”

Favorite movie: “Full Metal Jacket”

Favorite sports team: Detroit Red Wings

If I could change anything about
Barksdale, it would be: I would extend the
South Gate hours of operation.

To nominate a Barksdale airman or civilian
for the Cajun Warrior Attitude, supervisors
should email the Observer staff at observ-
er@barksdale.af.mil with contact informa-
tion on how to reach the nominee.

J. Manny Guendulay/Observer

Staff Sergeant
Terry Hillger

Squadron Commander: Lt. Col. Joanne
McPherson
First Sergeant: Master Sgt. Jeffrey
Sanders

2 Medical Group Commander: Col. Jerry
Owen
Squadron Motto: To Manage and Deliver,
Support and Service

2d Medical Operations Squadron at a Glance

Catch it!
CCaajjuunn  WWaarrrriioorr  AAttttiittuuddee

Air Force One Source…
24/7 Family Support Resource

When you don’t have time to go to the Family Support Center
or other helping agencies, take advantage of the wealth of in-
formation and resources that Air Force One Source Online offers. Simply log on to-
day at www.airforceonesource.com  (User ID: airforce Password: ready)

Whether you’re new to the Web or have been surfing for years, Air Force One
Source Online gives you immediate access to the advice, support, and information
you need to help balance your work and personal life. Air Force One Source
Online offers assistance on a variety of issues, including taking care of yourself
and your family, building your career, managing your money, strengthening rela-
tionships, facing the challenges of dormitory or single life, and coping with ups
and downs everyday. 

Looking for new child care in your area? Want to develop a monthly personal
budget or figure out what kind of mortgage you can afford? Need practical
advice about a problem at work, finding home care for an older relative, or-
ganizing your time, or handling personal issues? You’ll find the solutions to
all of these questions and much more when you visit Air Force One Source
Online. It’s an easy-to-use, online resource that can help make things a little
easier.

Online!

Personal and family readiness briefing
The Family Support Center’s Readiness Team is ready and able to provide in-

formation and support Thursday and May 27 at 2 p.m. to prepare for separation.
Visit the center for this briefing to prepare active duty members and their fami-
lies for separation due to deployment or TDY. Spouses or significant others may
attend. 

Call 456-8400 for more information.

Preseparation briefing
The law directs that preseparation briefing commence as soon as possible

within the preceding 24 or 12 months respectively. Better preparation can lead to
a smoother transition back to civilian life. This mandatory briefing informs peo-
ple of the resources available as they make this change. 

Call the Family Support Center at 456-8400 to schedule this briefing.

Relocation briefing
All PCSing members must attend a relocation briefing at least 90 days prior to

their departure date. Learn about the many resources available for a smooth tran-
sition to a next duty assignment. 

Call 456-8400 as soon as possible to schedule a briefing. Spouses may attend.

English as a 2nd Language
This class, offered Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6 to 8 p.m., provides essen-

tial language skills to assist students, personally and professionally, learning to
speak, read and write English. These skills can aid in the transition to American
culture.

Call the center for more information at 456-8400.

FFAMILY SSUPPORT
CCENTER 456-8400

Reservations required for all events.

Red Cross Summer youth volunteer program
The American Red Cross’s 2004 Summer Youth Volunteer Program runs June

1 through Aug. 6. The program accepts applicants from age 13-17 years old.
There is a $10 registration fee, and orientation is on May 27. Applicants are
available at the Red Cross office, 3rd floor, located in the base clinic, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays or from the American Red
Cross chapter in Shreveport. 

For more information, call the Red Cross office at 865-9545.

Ghost of George Gershwin concert
The Shreveport Symphony Orchestra offers a chance to hear the music of a

legend, famous composer and pianist of the 1920s, George Gershwin, accompa-
nied by the symphony during a benefit concert Thursday, 7:30 p.m. at the
Shreveport Civic Center.

This concert is simply not the symphony playing along with a digitally remas-
tered recording of one of the master composer’s works, but instead will feature
the symphony playing along with a specialized piano that is able to read the nu-
ances of Gershwin’s hands which where recorded on special pianos that would
sense every movement of a player’s performance. Only a few of these perform-
ances have been attempted and are considered rare.

“Rhapsody in Blue” is the featured piece, but the show will also offer works
such as “An American in Paris” and “Summertime.”

Tickets for this event are $15, $30, $45, and $50, with a limited amount of $5
student tickets available. For more information about the concert or the
Shreveport Symphony, call 227-8863.

Community Briefs
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Base  Chapel
SSeerrvviicceess

Duty chaplain for emergencies: 456-2151

Confession, Chapel Two, Saturday, 4:30 p.m.
Mass, Chapel Two, Saturday, 5:30 p.m.

Mass, Chapel Two, Sunday, 9 a.m.
Confraternity Christian doctrine, Chapel Two, Sunday, 10 a.m.

Mass, Chapel One, Sunday, 11:30 a.m.

Liturgical communion service, Chapel One, Sunday, 9 a.m.
Community worship service, Chapel Two, Sunday, 10:30 a.m.

Inspirational gospel worship service, Chapel Two, Sunday, noon
Contemporary praise service, Chapel Two, Sunday, 6 p.m.

Family night, Chapel Two, Wednesdays, 6:30-8 p.m.

Vacation Bible school  
Vacation Bible School is coming up this summer and Mrs. Laura Barber is

seeking volunteers. Vacation Bible School offers a time when children can fo-
cus on their faith. This is a highly-attended event every year and adults are
needed to help guide the children. Contact Mrs. Barber at 456-3689 for more
details.

Protestant parish council
The Protestant parish council meets May 20 at 4 p.m. to elect new officers

and determine a budget to recommend to the senior Protestant chaplain and
wing chaplain. 

Anyone interested in the Protestant Parish may come and give input. A
meal is planned in conjunction with the meeting.

.

Today
7 p.m. — “Johnson Family Reunion” PG-13

Cedric the Entertainer, Vanessa Williams —  Invited to a
big family reunion in Missouri, Nate sees it as an opportuni-
ty to reconnect with his estranged wife and growing chil-
dren. He imagines a leisurely drive but between his wary
wife, arguing kids, angry police officers, bizarre hitchhik-
ers, bad diner food, and an unfortunate run-in with a
cement mixer, getting from point A to point B proves to be
just short of a nightmare.

Saturday
7 p.m. — “The Punisher” R

Thomas Jane, John Travolta — FBI undercover agent, Castle, is
finally moving into a safe desk job, to the delight of his wife and
son. But when his family is executed after witnessing a mafia hit,
Castle dons a black battle suit, arms himself with a ton of guns,
and seeks swift revenge.

Sunday
7 p.m. — “Connie and Carla” PG-13

Nia Vardalos, Toni Collette — Two struggling Chicago dinner
theater performers accidentally witness a mafia hit and hit the
road running for their lives. They go undercover as drag
queens and much to their surprise; they inadvertently become
the toast of the cabaret circuit. 

TODAY
Lunch — Beef and corn pie, seafood newburg, veal steaks

Dinner — Corned beef, pot roast, chicken

SATURDAY
Brunch — Creole shrimp, baked chicken, meatballs
Supper — Goulash, baked fish, barbecue chicken

SUNDAY
Brunch — Spareribs, chicken breast, oven-fried fish

Supper — Steak, beef stir-fry, turkey nuggets

MONDAY
Lunch — Pot roast, baked stuffed fish, roast pork

Dinner — Chili mac, beef cannelloni, fried chicken

TUESDAY
Lunch — Veal parmesan, teriyaki chicken, salmon

Dinner — Meat loaf, country chicken, turkey

WEDNESDAY
Lunch — Barbecue ham, turkey and noodles, beef
Dinner — Pork chops, barbecue spareribs, chicken

THURSDAY
Lunch — Cabbage rolls, fried catfish, baked chicken
Dinner — Cornish hens, roast pork, jaegerschnizel

FRIDAY, May 14 
Lunch — Swiss steak, baked chicken, stuffed peppers

Dinner — Italian sausage, lasagna, spaghetti

“What’s Cooking?”
Red River Dining Facility

The MoviesThe Movies
B A S E  T H E A T E R

Admission: Adults $2.50
Children $1.25

Movies 
are subject
to change

without notice.

Items subject to changeLouisiana Tech registration
Louisiana Tech registration continues throughout May with classes beginning June

3. More than 65 courses at both the undergraduate and graduate level are offered.
Classes are held around the lunch hour and during the evenings. Contact the college at
456-5006 for more information.

ERAU registration
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University’s registration period continues through May

28. Graduate and undergraduate classes are offered. Call ERAU at 456-2272 for more
information.

Counselor available
Counselors are available to help Airmen meet their educational goals. Summer term

students are encouraged to seek advice. Call 456-2615 to make an appointment.

Barksdale’s Latest Arrivals

Born Name Parents
April 5 Camille Isabella Senior Airmen Vernon and Miriam McMillian

2d Logistics Readiness and Munitions squadrons

To announce your latest arrival, call the Observer at 456-5501 or 456-3241 or e-
mail observer@barksdale.af.mil.

Heir   Force

Protestant

Catholic

456-2111
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Archery
Outdoor Recreation holds a three-D archery tourna-

ment May 23 and June 27. Start times are between 9 a.m.
and noon. 

The fees are $25 for pros, $10 for nonmembers, $5 for
members, youth and cubs. Pee Wees are free. 

Call Marilyn at 456-3426 for more information. 

Softball
The 2004 softball season begins May 24. 
The softball fields are now off limits because of re-

cently-planted grass. Fields are scheduled to be ready for
the start of the season. 

The youth center fields are also off limits for prac-
tices. 

Call Staff Sgt. Scott Robertson at 456-4135 for more
information.

Coaches
Lacrosse coaches are needed for the spring season for

boys grades three through eight. The season runs through
May. Those interested can apply at Broadmoor YMCA.

Call Pete Bolton at 674-9635 or e-mail
pbolton@shreve.net for more information.

Bowling
Seventy-five cents is all that’s needed for the kick-off

party of the summer bowling promotion, Stars and
Strikes. The party is June 1 from 5-9 p.m. at the
Barksdale Lanes. Sign ups for the junior/adult summer
bowling league are now available. The league bowls
every Monday evening starting June 7. For more infor-
mation call 456-4133.

Sports officials
Officials are needed to umpire and keep score for the

Barksdale little league baseball program.
Officials are paid $15 per game and score keepers are

paid $8 per game. Games are played Tuesday and
Thursday evenings and Saturday mornings.

Call Tech. Sgt. Joseph Moore at 456-1745 for more
information. 

Fun run
Barksdale joins installations around the globe

Saturday to celebrate U.S. Kid’s Run, the largest family
run in the world. 

Runners will take off at 8 a.m. on a fun run with
courses between 1.5 -5 miles. All kids participating re-
cieve a T-shirt and a medal.

Parents may also participate with their children. 
Call Master Sgt. Robert Hauer at 456-3448 for more

information.

Battlewings tickets
The Bossier City Battlewings football team is offering

buy one get one free tickets to Barksdale members for
their May 21 game against Columbus. 

Tickets can be purchased at Gifts and Getaways in the
Base Exchange mall. The price is already nearly half off
gate prices. 

Call 456-1866 for more information.

Soccer playoffs
The playoffs are tentatively scheduled for Tuesday

pending completion of the track. The times remain the
same as the regular season.

For more information contact Senior Airman Warren
Foster at the fitness center at 456-4135.

Sports
Shorts
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All Air Force basketball player, Beard brings gold home 
BY AIRMAN BRANDON KUSEK
OBSERVER

One of Barksdale’s star athletes recently returned
from a cross-country basketball adventure. Adrienne
Beard, a second lieutenant with the 2d Logistics
Readiness Squadron, was selected to play on the All Air
Force women’s basketball team and, subsequently, qual-
ified to participate in a variety of basketball events. 

“I am returning from a three-week All Air Force trials
camp at Andrews Air Force Base,” said Beard. “There
were approximately 30 people trying out for 12 spots on
the team…it was very competitive. This year was the
most competitive that I have ever seen it. I played in
2001 and the talent was no where near as good as this
year’s team.”

After Beard was selected for one of the 12 spots, she
moved on and trained for the All Armed Forces tourna-
ment.

“The tourney was held at Miramar Marine Corps Air
Station in San Diego,” said Beard. “If you stand out at
the All Armed Forces tournament, you are then selected
to play in Las Vegas on the All Armed Forces select
team.” 

At the All Armed Forces tournament, Beard and the
Air Force team defeated the Army once and the Navy
and the Marines twice-capturing the gold. The experi-
ence proved to be learning one for Beard. 

“Playing on the All Air Force team this year has
helped me grow as a player spiritually and physically. I
could not have asked for a better experience,” said
Beard.

After winning the tournament, Beard was selected to
play on the All Armed Forces select team in Las Vegas,
where they placed fourth out of nine teams.

Beard, who has been playing basketball since ninth
grade, enjoyed the opportunity to teach some of the
younger Airmen on her team.

“I love basketball because it’s an avenue for me to
teach. I love working with children and young adults,”
said Beard, who is originally from Washington D.C. “I
had a chance to mentor a lot of young Airmen on this
team.”

Beard has also played college basketball and even
tried out for the women’s professional basketball league. 

“I played in one of the premier women’s basketball
conferences, ‘The Big East,’ while attending West
Virginia University. I then tried out in 1998 for WNBA’s
‘Detroit Shock,’” said Beard. “I made it to the final
round and was cut. I played for the All Air Force  team
in 2001 and then now for 2004. It is an awesome pro-
gram with a lot of tradition and I believe we have started
something this year by winning the Gold Medal.”

One of Beard’s personal goals is to continue to learn
the game itself. 

“I hope to improve my fundamentals and improve my
individual game both defensively and offensively and to
increase my strength so that I remain healthy,” said
Beard. 

Basketball has meant a lot to Beard.
“It put me through college and taught me many valu-

able life lessons,” said Beard. “I have met some of my
best friends through the game of basketball; it is a huge
part of my life.”

Senior Airman Andrea Knudson/Observer
Adrienne Beard, 2d Logistics Readiness Squadron,
helped bring home the gold for the All Air Force Team
during the All Armed Forces tournament earlier this
spring. This was Beard’s second appearance on the
All Air Force team. Breard also played in college for
the University of West Virginia and tried out for the
WNBA’s Detroit Shock.




